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(1) 
EL GEEESSESES SI EGSSESSESOS 


POP ID 1ÞT- JOD TPP PIRIE IP IPD IZOPITD OO PETTC AT ASER® 


ERR He Word of GOD, theexample of the 
People of GOD, and of the Kirk of 
Chriſt, ſince the beginning, and our own 
late, but very notable and never to be 
forgotten experience, may abundanily 
| teach us, that the motions, reſolutions 
and endeavours of the Godly, for the adyancement of the 
Kingdome of the Son of GOD, by eſtabliſhing or pro= 
pagating the Reformation of Religion, mult mcet with 
a world of oppoſition and hinderances, which might 
make their kearts to faint,and their hands to faile,if upon 
the ſame grounds and documents they were not taught 
to acquit themſelues, in doing the duty required of them 
by the neceſffity of their calliogs , and for the ſucceſle ta 
depend upon the unſearchable wifedome, and invineible 
| power of GO D,which are made perfect in the ſimplicity 
and weakneſle of his ſervants : The zeale of the Lord of boſks 
will performe it. 

There hath ever beem in the Kirk of Chriſt,and ſhall be 
tothe end, a generation which maketh more account of 
the World.then of the Faith of Chriſt, doth conceive that 
differences about Religion are but the contentions of 
Kirk-men, that therefore there is no neceſſity of the Re- 
formation of Religion , and that to know nothing of this 
kind , ts the ſureſt Faith , and ſeeketh in their ſervice to 
Kings and Princes civilly to ſupererogate at their hands, 
beyond the deſervings others, and above the expreſled 
defires and ecmmands of Princes themſelves, that the re- 
wards of their fingular zeale may be the greater,& there- 

fore have proven, and daily do prove the moſt pernicios 
and cangerous enemies of the true Religion : agiiuli this 
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(7) 
yencration, which ſaith , Let ws deale wiſely withihem ,* we 
have this comfort and advantage, and we know among (i 
all the Enemies of the Truth, they leaſt of all thinke that 
they doe God f-rvice, 

We who are intrulted for thetime, to be the Com- 
miſhoners of the late Generall Aſſembly, fitting at Edin- 
bureh for th* Aﬀeaires of the Kirk committed to our care: 
and d:ligence, ſpecially for preferving of our owne Re-= 
formation, and peace againſt all forts of Enemies, and 


according to the inter<\t of this Kirk for unity in Reli- 


gion and Uniformity ot Government with the Kirk of 
Evgland, which was no new motion cf ours , but a p:0- 
poſition made by the Commiſtioners. of the Treaty, 
which then received fromthe Kings Majeſty and Parlia- 
ment of Frelind, ſuch an Anſwer as hath beene the 
Ca of miny Contultations, Declarations , and pub- 
Iiqus Ettzrs lince,-and of a r=Bewed ſupplicationat this 
ams tothe Kings Majeſiy, -and of a Dcclaration to the 
Parliament of Ex2land tor the fame effect. While wee 
ire thusexerciſed,.. we are delired by ſome Noblemen, 
Barons,and Burgeſles , occaſionally met at Edzwburgh, to. 
ſend ſome of our numberto joyne with them ina Petiti- 
on, repreſenting to the Right Honourable the Lords and 
other Commiſſioners of Parliament for the conſervation. 
of peace,their humble thoughts and feares that the print- 
ing of His Majeſties Letter of the date, December 5, by: 
Warrant and Command of the Right Honourable the 
Lords of His Majeſties Privy Counce)], 'and the not 
printing of the Declaration of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, unto which the printed Letter was an Anſwer, 

might be taken by the Kingdome of England, asan ap- 
probation of the whole matter, and all the particalars 
which it did expreſſe, and thereby to animate and pro- 
yoke this Nation againſt them as Rebels and Traitours ; 
We 
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We finding that the Petition did homologate both in the 
end and meanes with our Commiſſion , and the matter 
of our preſent deliberations did willingly fatisfie the de- 
fire of the Petitioners, and therefore from our.tender and 
gutifull reſpect to His Majeſties Honour, for preventing 
and removing of all occaſion of jealoutfics and ſuſpitions 
betwixt the two Kingdomes, for preſervation both of our 
owne peace at home, and our common peace with Eg - 
land, and for premoving the:fo much defired Unity of 
Religion, a meane of all other moſt conducing to the 
conſervation of both, did with-themr (conforme to the 
order obſerved 1n ſuch caſes. fince the beginning of our 
late Reformation) humbly ſupplicate, that the meaning 
of the publication of his Majelties Letter might be clea« 
red, and that the Declaration of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to their Brethren of Scotland might be printed and 
publiſhed,&c, obo ab ER 

But behold, after a few daiesa contrary Petition 1s pre - 
ſenred to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie Councell, by 
ſome private Noblemen, Barons, and Gentlemen, whict: 
comming-to our hands, we found after due ex3mination 
to be nothing elſe but a:ſecret plot-and ſubtle under-mi- 
ning of all the preſentdefignes of thisKirk and Kingdom, 
for Unity of Religion, and of all the work of Godin this 
Land: And therefore we made upon 1t the Obſervations 
and Animadyerlions following, _.. 

The private perſons knowing that the Commiſho- T. 
ners of the Generall Afſemblie were fitting at this time 
about ſuch matters as they meddle with in their Periti- 
on, and that we had joynedin preſenting a Petition to 
the Commiſſioners for conſerving of Peace , much about 
the ſame particulars, whereof they could not be ignorant 
by reaſon of the Act ofthe late Aſſembly, they did notſo 
much -as acquaint us with their intentions, that we might _ 
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either have petitioned with them, or have adviſed them 


to defiſt: which although it may ſeem to be but an errour 
in the manner of their doing,yet doth it imply contempt, 
ufurpation and diviſion; and being winked at may be the 
cauſe of much diſturbance and contuſton 1n theſe times, 
eſpecially they profeſſing that they defire to clearethem- 


ſelves and their intentions, nut onely to the Lords of 


Councel!, but to the Kings Majeſty , to the Kingdome of 
England, and toall the World, which 1s nothing elſe but 
under the colour of a Petition to make a publique D<cla- 
ration, contrary to the proceedings, not onely of the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly and their Commiſſtoners, but alſo to the 
deſires and diligence of the Commillioners of the Treaty 
of the Honourable Lords of Councell, and of the Conſer- 
vatorsof Peace, who have all concurred , and doe {till 
concurre in their joynt defires of Unity of Religion in 
His Majeſties Dominions, reſolving to prefle this Unity 
to the uttermoſt of their endeavours as a neceſlary pre- 
{ervative of our own Reformation and Peace, which 
without it cannot long ſubſiſt ; and much crofling that 
clauſe of cur Covenant wherein we ſweare, that we ſhall 
not caſt in any let or impediment that may ſtay or hinder 
any ſuch reſoſution,as by common conſent ſhall be found 
to conduce for ſo good ends, | 

Although the Petitioners profeſſe with us that 
they deſire the Union of thisIland in Reiigion and Kirk- 
Government, yet their Petition doth too plainely and 
pa/pably tend tothe contrary,as isa pparent by this three=- 
fold conſideration: 1. For r: medy of the diviſions and 
diſtractions 1n Ezglaxd, the Petition defireth onely the 


{appreſſion of inſel-nt Papiſts , malignant ſchiſmatickes , and 


 ſiogall Brawniſts and Separatiſes, the ſpeciall , if not ſole pro- 
movers and fomenters of theſe unhappy m ( undcirſtandings- 
and 1hus coth palle by the Pcelates, and balleth the 

Bilhops, 
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(5) 
Biſhops, who have bm the moſtreſtiefls ſticklers in this 
bulineſle, and the prime authors of all theſe tragedies 
fince the beginning , and thereby would take us &ff our 
right and ſtraight courſe of preſſing uniformitie in Kirk- 
government, in the Treatite, in our Declarations, and 
in the Generall Aſſembly : The Apolopiſts for the petiti- 
on would have reduced the Prelates enher to Papiltz, or 
to Settaries; but the Authors of the Petition intended 
berter ſervice, by fending the Petition to England, with- 
out trenching upon the Lordly Prelacy, or touching the 
Prelates at allz which from ſtrangers isan high provoca- 
tion agaroſt the Kingdome and Parliament of England, 
and no ſmall prejudice againſt the proceedings of this 
Kirk and Kingdome for Reformation. 2 This Petition 
doth indirectly caſt foule aſpertions upon thoſe who are 
moſt zealons for the reformation in England, and-doth 
very much ſymbolize with the language of the Popiſh 
and Prelaticall party inEnpland ; calling the Parliament, 
and all that ſeek after Reformation , Broweiſts, Separa- 
tiſts , Authors of tunmtuary conventions , &c. 3 It hint- 
eth at our zeal and forwardneſle inthe matter ofthe Re- 
formation of the Kirk of England - which may appeare 
thus3 The Petitioners declare , That ſince the duty of cha= 
yity doth oblige all Chriſtians to pray and profeſſe their de- 
ffres , that all others were of theſame Religion with them- 
ſelves, Atc. Therefore they repreſent their wiſh-s for uni- 
ty of Religion andKirk government,asanexpreſition and 
teſtimonie of their affection to the good of their brethren 
in England : Declaring farther, That they deſe; e this work, 
z0 be proſecuted without preſuming or uſurping to preſcribe 
lawes and rules of Reformation to their Neighbours. And a- 
gain they repeat, that by their wifhes and defrres they intend 
wo wayes to paſſe their bounds, in preſcribing or ſetting downe 
rules and limits to bis Majeſtie and Honſes of Parliament 
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their wiſdome and authoritie, in the way of proſecution heveof. 

And why do they ſo plentifull purge, and cazefully cleare 
themſelves concerning this particular , if their intention 
were ncttoleave ſome aſperſton apon this Kirk and State, 
as if we were paſlivg our bounds, by preſuming to pre- 
ſcribe rules and limits to His Majeſty and Houſes of Par- 
liament ? For further evidence whereof, it isto bere- 
membred, that in the firſc part of their. Petition: they 
plainly profeſſe , that- they are clearing themſelves and 
their 1otentions, Icſt they ſhould be.thought to be inyol- 


_ ved with us inthe ſame deſires, judgements, and opini= 


ons * Sothat all which they fay by way of clearing:of 
themſelves and their intentions, ariſeth from thisground, 
that they will not be thought involved with us in our de- 
fires, Judgements, and opinions, and ſocondemne vs in 
theſe particularsin which chiefly they juſtifie, themlſgly<cs: 
neither can wee knit together their,words, or interpret 
their apologie toanother meaning. Now what 15 this elſe 
but to over: urne the very foundation of-all ourendea- 
vours for this work of Reformatien, which was the Arti- 
cle of the Treatie fornnion in Religiop,and yaigregit yin 
Kirk government ?. Not as a mattergakedly deſired and 
wiſhed for , but as aprincipall demand, :and neceſlary 
mean, without which neither truth: nor, peace could be 
ſecured untous. Theimportance apd neceſſite wheteof 
hath bin fince thatitime ſo deeply. laid, to heaxt by Ws 
n 


Kirk and Kingdome; that as the General Afembly, a 


we for our part repreſenting the ſame, ſo the Lords of 


' Counſel], and the Commiſſioners of Pa rliament for con- 


ſervation of the peace, concurring with us, have been,and 
are moſt ſerious afhd ſolicitous 1n the importuna e and ear- 
p-{+ prefling of this union in Religion and Kirk govern- 
ment, reſolving to uſe our uttermoſt.endeavours in the 


proſecuting and' effeuating of ſuch a bleſſed and 


neceſliry 
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neceſſary work,as being dearet to us then all our lives and Fortunes: 
ncither did the Generall Aflembly ſpare to repreſent their humble 
advice concerning the way of proſecuting that work to the Houſes 
of Parliament, and to others ſceking afrerR cformartion in England. 
Their Petition doth tend to a dangerous diviſion in this Kirk and 
Kingdom for as it doth refle& upon usfor our joyning mn the Pect- 
tion concerning His Majeſties printed Letter preſented to the Com. 
of Parliament, for conſervation of the Peace, upon a pretext (as 1t 
faith) of the not ſitting of the Privy Counce!l at that time; ſo it 1nft- 
nuateth, that we did preſume to queſtion or ſeck of the Lords of 
Councell an account of their Actions; both which are foule and 
groundleſſe afperſions : yea, it declateth, that the Petitioners do ſo 
far diſlike our Petition, that they conceive they were wanting in 
cheirdutie and allegeance to the Kings Majeſtic, if by Laar falence 
they ſhould ſuffer them(clves to be inyolved with us in the like de- 
fires, judgements and opinions: thus plainly profefling a divi1on and 
ſeparation, aſwell from us, as from other Noblemen, Gentlemen, 
Burgeſſes, and Miniſters, here occaſionally met,with whom we joy- 
ned inthe foreſaid Petition. And not content to withdraw them- 
ſelves from being involycd with us, the Petitiondoth alſo infinuate, 
_ thatintheiropinion we are involyed in the breach of dutie and ab 
legeance tothe Kings Majeftic; and not we onely, but the Commil- 


{toners for conſerving the Peace, who did hearken and aflent to our 


Petition, and did ſeriouſly recommend to the Lords of His Maje- 
{ties Privie Coyncell, that part of the Petition which did concerne 
their Lordſhips clearing of their meaning in the publication of His 
Majeſties Letter, by their cauſing print the Declaration of the Par- 
lameng of England. The Lords ot Councell are likewiſe inyolved 
inthe ſame breach of allegeance; by reaſon of their grant of our de- 
fire in cauſing print the Declaration of both Houſes of Parliament, 
upon the warrant of another Letter from HisMajeſtic, and there- 
with declaring, that their Lordſhips publication of any Paper, doth 
not import their approbation of the contents thereof. þ”>— - 

The Petition above-mentioned doth import no ſmall prejudice 
tothe happie Union and late Treaty of Peace berwixt the Kinp- 
dorms, infinuating to the Lords of His Majeſties Priyie Councell, 
that their Lordſhips in anſwering our Perition concerning the cleat- 

ing of their meaning 1n the publication of His Majeſtics Lerecr, 
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(8) 
might do no at which might give His Majeſtie occaſton to tepene 
him of that traſt for aid and aſſiſtance, which He was pleaſed to de- 
Clare in his Letter December 5. that he repoſeth 1nus His SubjeRs 
ofthis His ancient and native Kingdom ; whereby the Petitioners 
do intimate their defires, that che Lords of Councell might not de- 
clare that for which we did ſupplicate; but to declare by their nor 
printing the Declaration of the Parliament , that their Lordſhips 
publication of His Mijeſties Letter did import their approbation of 
the contents thereof, and ſo acknowledge their willingneſle to take 
Artns againſt the Parliament of England , npon the grounds con- 
rained inthat Letter, when His Majeſty ſhall require them ſo te do. 
And for their own part they declare, that they think themſclyes ob- 
lived in every canſc whichmay concern His AMajeſties hononr to concarre 
with thoir friends and followers in quiet manner, or m Arms, as they ſhaſl be 
reaaired of His Majeſtie, his Coancell, or any having his anthorigse, 
Which it underſtood and applyed aright, no loyall Subje& cn de-- 
me, bur 4t is meant and ans > in their Petition, as in oppoſition 
roour Perion. So incontemplation of the Differences betwixt His 
Majcftice, and the Parliament of England, unto which cheir words 
relate. For they profeſlc to repreſent ſuch particulars as they are con- 
fdent will much conduce to the removing of all the miſtakes be- 
twixt His Majeſtic, and the Parliament : of which particulars, thar js 
thefirſt, That according to H1s Majeſtics truſt expreſſed in.His Let- 
ter December 5. the Subjets of this Kingdom declare themfelyes 
willing and ready to take Arms in every cauſe which may concerne 
His Majeſtics honour, being required by His Majeſtic, or any ha- 
ving His Authoritic. And isnot this to make void the Treaty, rati- 
ficd by thepublick Faithof this Kingdom, and AQ of Parlument, 
diſcharging all caking up of Arms againſt the Kingdonror Subjets 
of England, uponany pretence whatſoeyer, without conlent of Par - 
liament, declaring thebreach of Peacc; and that after three moneths 
warning > Which treaty the Eſtates of Parl;ament did ſweare to ob-. 
ſerve inyv1olably, inthe ſame very oath in which they did ſwear al- 
legeanceto the Kings Majcſtic; thereby declaring, that the obſer- 
vationof the conclutions ofthe treaty may wellconfift with our du- 
ty and allegeance to our Soveraigne, whereas the Petition doth-in- 
directly pur ſome aſperhion of Lz{majeſtic upon the Parliament 
forconfitming and ſweating toobſferycthe Articles of the Ts 
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which 1n the opinion of the Petitioners are inconſiſtent with out 
oath of allegeance, If they ſay that cheir Petition did onely inſinuate 
that we may not cake Arms to aſſiſt the Pailiament againſt the 
King, they putupon ita ſenſe which it cannot bear > both becauſe 
they knew that the ſup»lication okche Noblemen, Barons, 8 others 
aſſiſted by us,did nor direRly nor indireftly contain any ſuch Ms 
And becauſe His Majeſtics truſt exprefled in that Letter ( whict 

they deſire His Majeſtic may not have occaſion from us to repent) 
i5not onely a negative truſt, that we will not take arms againſt him, 
but a poſitive truſt and confidence, that we will be readie to affiſt 
hin. And finally,becauſe the clauſe of the Supplication of the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly which they mention as containing our obligation to 
our Soveraigne, and that 1n reference to the preſent diſtrations in 


England, is poſitive, and not negative. 

Laſtly, the Petitioners for their own private ends doe very much 
wreſt and miſ-apply our Nationall Covenant, about which the whole 
| Nation, and all the Members of the Kirk of Scotland have as great rea- 
ſon,as by the mind of man can be conceived,to be moſt tender and cau- 
telous ; and which eyery one amongſtus, according to his place and 
calling, is obliged to vindicatetrom every violation;and namely,from 
ſiniſter gloſſes, and falſe interpretations , which may be the fountaine 
and cauſe ( the Covenant being one principall rule of oar ations and 
undertakings ) of many ſcruples, tranſgreſſions, and diſturbances. Wee 
acknowledge before God, and profeſſe before the World, that by our 
Covenant we are bound to the utmoſt of our power, with our meanes 
and lives, to ſtand to the defence of our dread Soveraigne the Kings Ma- 
zeſtie, his Perſon and Authoritie, in the defence and preſervation of the 
true Religion, Lawes and Libertiesof this Kirk and Kingdome ; like- 
wile in every cauſe which may concerne his Majeſties honour , accord- 
ing to the Lawes of this Kingdome, and the duty of good SubjeRts, to 
concurre with our friends and followers in quiet manner,and in arms, 
as we ſball be required of His Majeſtic, his Councell, or any having his 
authoritie. We know, that he who wilfully tranſgrefſeth one Artic'e 
of the Covenant, it being copulative, is by interpretation guiltie of all. 
And therefore under the greateſt paines expreſſed in the Covenant, we 
reſolve for our ſelves, all the dayes of our lives, and doe exhort all o- - 
thers to that duty which they have ſworne and ſubſcribed to performe 
to the Kings Majeſtic : But we defire to know c the Petitioners, who 
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themſelves, according to the Lawes of this Kingdome,and duty of god Sube 


(10) 
are ſo ready at this time to make their own concleſions out of the Co- 
venant, which was never intended by it,nor thought vpon at the firſt or 
laſt time at the ſwearing and ſubſcribing thereof, how it commeth to 
paſſe that they never took the Covenant in their mouth, but in this one 
Article ? Are they not bound by their Covenant, and the ſame clauſe 
of the ſupplication, cited by them, to their mutuall concurrence and 
{ffiftance tour the cauſe of Religion? and to ſtand, with their means and 
lives, to the defence thereof, in the dot ine and diſcipline of the Kirk 
of Scotland ? and to live god]y,foberly, and rightecully in this preſent 
world ? True Conſcience ot duty and ſincerity in keeping the Cove- 
nant, will make the obedience univerſal]. Secondly, ſeeing the Petitio= 
ners would onely have unitic in Religion,and untformitie in Kirk- Go- 
rernment advanced by Chriſtian wiſkes and faire meanes, and yet inft- 
nuateth their offer by armes to decide the municipall debates of Exg- 
land, anent Civill matters, while the Civill and Eccleſiaſtick Judicato- 
ries, and the reſt of this Kizk and Kingdome are defiring an Aﬀ/embly, 
and a Parliament, to conſider their intereſt and duty,and tocontribute 
their beſt endeavours ( in what is above the power of their Commiſſie- 
ners) to further this unitie of Religion, and remove theſe diſtraltions 
in England, we atke, whether they prefume that they alone keepe the 
Covenant, and would render unto Chriſt which is Chriſts, and unto 
{e/ar which is Caeſars, and that all others are Covenant - breakers ? 
Thirdly, doe they not know that the Covenant was ſubſcribed in the 
years, 1581, and 1591. before King James was King of England ? and 
that in the particular Heads and Articles, it is qualified by exprefle 
limitations ard reftriftions to this Kirk and Kingaome, to the Religion, 
Lawes and Liberties of Scotland ? therefore can no more be extended to 
municipall debates, and to the Lawes and Liberties of Eng/a»d, unto 
which we are ſtrangers,then the Krngdome of Eng/avd can judge of our 
Lawes, and determine cur differences, the two Kingdomes being ſtill 
independent, and notſutordinate one to another, but parallel, which 
is more at large expreſſed in the teginning of the treaty of Peace : Nor 


is the ſending of our Forces into Jre/and a neceſſary duty of cur Cove- 


nant, but a voluntary teſtimony of cur bigh reſpeC&s to cur King, and 
of our brotherly kindnefle to the Kingdome of England, as was expret- 
fed by the Eſtates in the laſt Parliament. Fourthly, doe not the Petitio- 
ners Cbſerve the limitations expreſly contained in the words cited by 


je&ts? 
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jets? which ſome of them may remember was interpreted in the A(- 
ſembly, as if it had been ſaid within this Kingdome ; nor was there ever 
any law of this Kingdom of further extent : A law and Treaty there is, 
we know, forbidding it. Fifty, may they not learne from the printed 
Letter,that the Kings Majeſtie exprefſeth not his confidence of affiftance 
from Scor/axd, upon any ground or article of the Covenant, which his 
Majeſtic knoweth to be 1o obligatory among us, but from the obedi- 
ence, duty and affetion of His SubjeQs of Scotland, without any men- 
tion of our Covenant ? But ſuch is the ſupererogation of ſome of the 
Petitioners above what His Majeſtic requires, that they will put a tye 
of the Covenant upon us, vw here Go Þ andthe King hath left us free, 
Thus have we related the interpretation of the Covenant made by the 
Afſembly, and vindicate that clauſe of the Covenant, which isſo farre | 
perverted by this Petition, | | 
The Petiticners heating that their Petiticn had given cffence to 
the Commiſſicners of the Aſſembly, ard that we were abcuttheex- 
2mination and ccn{uring thereof, dig dire foure of their number 
with another Petition to give ſatisfation to the exceptions that 
might be taken againſt them, as is contained jn their Remonſirance 
which they exhibite for thatend : Pur when ina calme and quiet 
conferecnce,al the particular reaſons aboye- written, were repreſented 
unto them, and all meancs uſed to mcvethem to patt from their 
Petition, they could not be induced, rcther inthe name of others 
that had ſent them,nor for themſelves,to acknowledge the ſmalleſt 
errour either inthe matter of their Pctitien , or mn the wanner of 
their petitioning ; only they ,made offor to jeyre with vs the Com- 
miſfioners of the Aflembly ina new Petition for Unitie of Religi- 
ofi,and gave ſuch gloſics and interpreraticns upon the clauſes of their 
Petition , which were roſt excepiedagainſt, as could nenher con- 
{1 with the words nor {cope of the contriversand althors. And 
therefore being defired ard carneſily Cealt wth , they net cn)y re- 
| fuſed to declare under their hands that ro otherthirg was mcant in 
the Petition, then they had by word exprefled , Furalfodic ſtun ro 
allow or permit us, the Ccrrmuſlſicne!s of the A {!cn bly, to geclare 
ſo much intheirÞames , as was contained initheir oun vatall cx- 
prefſions, intending that the Petiticn ſhov'd go ihreveh thus ar d 
the neighbouring Kingde mes forthe ends for which it was deviſes, 
and eſpecially into England, for Ty all that hath bcen cre. . 
| 3. OR. - 
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- or is 88w in doing by this Kirk and Kingdorme 4 Out of their pious 


intention » and by their publick cndeavours for Unite of Religion, 
and the Peace of the two Kingdomes : And in the mean time that 
nothing ſhould be extant from them or rheit confeſſions and inter- 
pretations inthe contraly. Y 

In this caſe we Judge it neceſſary , and find 1t incumbent to us to 
emit this Declaration , for vindicating our preſenc and by-paſt pro- 
ceedings : For our filence and connivence were abreach of our du» 
ty to Gor, aneglet of the charge and rruſt committed unto us by 
the Gencrall Aſſembly , an occaſion as well of diviftonsat home, as 
of jealouſics and miſ-underſtandings betrwixt the Kingdomes,a con- 


- irmation of Pericioners 1n their errour , and an inductt approbart- 


on of their Petition ; as hikewiſe a cauſe of {tumblivg and. doubeing 
co others who ſhall read or heare of ſuch a Petition , eſpecially to 
thoſe , who through want of diſcerning , ate not able to prove 
chings that are different , might be cafily deceived by their pretexts 
and ſophiltications. We arenot ignorant that this Petition doth ye- 


 Iy much reflect upon the Parliamene , Privy Councell, and the 


Conſervators of Peace-; but this we leave to the wife canſidera- 
tion of theſe ciyill Judicatories , as they ſhali finde themſelves con- 
cerned : We havecontained our felves within our proper Spheare, 
not daring to negle& our own duty , while wee forbeare ta meddle 
with that which pertaines to others. 

The Peritioners are nor all of one kinde and diſpoſition of heatrt, 
but are uncqually yoked againſt the Worke of God. Some of them 
are knowne, and ſome of them have been conceived to bee Maglig- 
nants and Incendiares from the beginning : but God forbid that they 
ſhould now by oppoſing unic in Religion and Peace , prove ene- 
mics co all Religion and R rghtcouſneſſe ; for then will it bee both 
thought and ſpoken , that all this time paſt they have been lying in 
wait for the ſeaſon, when their malignancie might appear ; and it 
will be obſerved, thatthey who were of late at diſtance amongſt 
chemſelves, arenow ata greement; and that like Samſoxs toxes they 
rurne taile co taille with fire-brands in the midſt , toburne up the 
husbandrie of GOD , whennow the ficlds are white for the hat- 
velt, It cannoc be the cauſe of God which is not either ſecretly of 
openly oppoſed by men of perverſe minds ; nor can blinded minds 
and hardncd hearts till God touch them by his power , chooſe but 


{ecret_ 


fonts 
uf 
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ſecretly or openly oppoſe the truth and: cauſe of God, And there-- 


forg it 1s very neceſſary that ſuch men take heed unto themfelves , 
lea by their fuineffe of all ſubtlerie and muſchiefe, and theirnot cea- 


ling to pervert the right wayes of the Lord, they bee found to bee 
5 


ting againſt God, which will prove bitrerneſſe in the end: Ochers 
there be who have Joyned in this Perition ( to judge charitably )nor 
from oppofition to the unitie of Religion , they having done and 
ſuffered ſo much, and hazarded all for the Reformation of Religion 
at home, bur partly out of unwiilingnefle to refuſe or dilpleaſe their 
friends ro whom they are obliged by naturall or other particular 
bands, and partly by reaſon of the ſpecious pretences in the Petition, 
not conſidering the bad intemionsof thecontrivers, or the danpe- 
rous importance and conſequence of the Petition it felte : Ler ſuch 
men, towhom the Comnmuſſioners of the Aflembly with all true 
happineſſe , ſeriouſly thinke as well upon the condition of the 
worke, and the quallitic ofthe company with whom they joyne, 
as tion their owne intentions, aft rhey wrong both themſelves, 
and the cauſe of God, contrary torheir deſires, and more thenthey 
arcawarec of ;andilet them remember how:dangerous it is to watke 
in the counſfelbof theungodly, forthcir {oules to come .into their 


ſecret, .and cheir glory.to.be joynd with-that Agembly. If counſell 


be.like.che,principall agent, conſent is like the inſtrument ; and-to be 
inſtruments of, or acceſTorie unto the hindrance of.the mrended, 
and ſo much deffred unitie of Religion, which makethſo fair away 
for the Kingdomeof Chriſt thronghhe carth,how grearaſinis it ? 


| and howgreataſorrowſhall itbe ? 
All:this we havethought,good to expreſle cancerning that. 
divifwe Petition, and:thoſe who.are-joyned together init, be- 


ing caſt in.our way.asa ſtumbling block and rock of offence, 


for hinderance ofthe work of God,bethat home and abroad. . 
Andans Weeexhorc and warne all the people of God in this | 


Land to obſerve them who cauſe diviſions and offences, and 
ro avoid them ; So we hope afſuredly, thatno ſuch courſes, 


nor counſels ſhall proſper, as:co tend direQly or indirectly, . 


to the ſtopping of the courſe of the Goſpell, or to the =P 
preffion at Religion and Reformation,and thas God Almig 
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ty (hall azaiaſt al imp2dimeats carry forward this his bleſſed 
and zlorious Work,to the glory of his great Name, to thead- 
vancement ofthe Kinzdom of his $02 Jeſus Chriſt, to the de- 
{trution of Antichriſt, to che firme Peace and happy Union 
of all His Majeſties Dominions 1n Religion, and to His Mye- 
ſties Honour and Hippineſſe: Whom G o >» preſerve to raign 
long and proſperouſly over us. | 
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DOD DOD DONS DAM AMMO MIDRRSIAAIISIRIeRIOC 
AtEdenburghther18, day of lanuary, 1643. 
| ag H 


To e Commizsſroners appointed by the Kings Majeftie, and his 
. & Parliament of Scotland , for conſerving the Articles of tbe 
Treaty, Doe finde that the Petitiongiveninio His Majeſties Pri- 
vie Councell by ſome Noblemen and Gentlemenupos the tenth of 
this Moneth, doth tendto the hinderance of their proceedings 
and endeavours in this publit Work committed to them by the 
Kings Majeſtic , and Parliament * CAnd that itis prejudiciall 
tothe authority of this Commifhon, the ſame being in oppoſition 
of what was that day recommended by the ſaid Commiſſioners to 
the Councell. And ordainethis ACtto be publiſhed for [topping all 
farther progreſſe of that or other Petitions of that kind, And that. 
it be Printed with the Declaration of the Commiſhoners of the 
Generall Aſſembly made here. anent. 
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Arch. Primeroſe (ler. Commifſ, : 
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